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Laura was born with Down
Syndrome. At the time of her birth, not
much was expected of people with that
condition. Her parents were told that
perhaps they had better plan to put her into
an institution, and go on about their lives
without her. After all, as most Down
patients were not very healthy, she was not
expected to live past 20 years old. She was
not expected to be able to communicate, nor
understand or give love. Paul and Ruth
Gouwens looked into their hearts and their
souls, and they decided to keep Laura home
with them, in the heart of the family. And
she has been the heart of the family ever
since!

Laura, and many like her, has helped
to rewrite those old expectations. You
should see Laura now. At 55 years old, she
has nearly tripled her life expectancy! She
watches what she eats, usually cuts out the
"# $ sweets, and recently decided to quit drinking
coffee. She speaks slowly and carefully, and
% even knows how to perform sign language
so that she can tell her deaf friends at
workshop what to do if there would be an
A DIFFERENT emergency. And she definitely knows how

PERSPECTIVE to share love! She always gives hugs to her

My husband, Lee Gouwens, has brother Lee’, and the rest of us, each and

. ; every time we come for dinner or a
shown himself throughout our marriage to y

be one of the kindest, gentlest men | know. | celebration. It is always with the same
i ' 9 ' enthusiasm, as though we haven'’t seen each
think | understand one of the reasons why. It

. | :
is his childhood, and the things he other in months! She is the most agreeable

i : . rson | have ever met.
experienced as he grew up Lee is the third person | have ever me

born child, and second son in a family of It's true, she can't walk fast, but it
. i y forces us to slow down, and ask, what really
four children. David, Laura, Lee, and Kay
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are all alive and thriving in their various s the hurry, anyway? She does have some

: physical limitations, but most of us will
gfemiis ;ggtgg%u(; ?:ngsﬁégaeycs\?g D?\\//ilt? experience one or more of those as we age.
. - ' P Y, She does have some mental limitations, but
their families. Lee and Laura have stayed

closer to their roots: Lee, by choice; Laura most of us have a mental block when it
, > » Oy ' . comes to certain types of thinking---whether
by her parents’ choice. Allow me to explain.

it's in the area of math, religion, politics, or




aliens. Isn’'t it only a matter of degrees tha
separate any of us from one another?

As | said at the beginning of this
article, | believe that Lee learned very many
valuable lessons in life while growing up in
the family with Laura. Love, tolerance,

acceptance, patience, kindness, gentleness,
awareness are only a few that come to mingl.

He’s a fine man.
Thank You, Laura Jean Gouwens!

My breath was taken awayhis
week, but not in a joyful way. | was very

saddened to learn that the world lost another

hero through the death of Steve Irwin, noted
conservationist and wildlife handler. |
believe that Australia and the people of earth
have reason to mourn his passing. We all
need to speak up for the inhabitants of thi
planet, and he spoke up for them with every
thing he did. And he got our attention very
well by doing just that! He may not have
been universally loved, but there was ng
doubt that he loved all the earth’s creatures
| will miss him and his antics greatly.
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DID YOU KNOW...?

As many of you may already know,
we also pump other metals besides$
aluminum, with which the majority of you
are most familiar. We have often dealt with
the compounds that are required in the
nature of our industry. And we also have
pumped zinc successfully. Look for other
metals in the near future as we expand our
ever improving product line!
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How did you like the
Ginger Ale Recipe??
We thought it was great!
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